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STATEMENT BY JAVIER RUA JOVET, COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO
REGULATEL 2014 VICE CHAIR AND 2015 CHAIR,

Buenos Dias Sefioras y Sefiores. En primer lugar, en nombre del Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto
Rico, de la Junta Reglamentadora de Telecomunicaciones de Puerto Rico la cual presido, y como
vicepresidente y futuro presidente de REGULATEL (Foro Latinoamericano de entes Reguladores de
Telecomunicaciones) para el 2015, deseo agradecer esta invitacion y honor para dirigirnos a los
miembros del Organismo de Reguladores Europeos de las Comunicaciones Electrénicas (BEREC) y demas
invitados, reunidos en este Pleno. Les comunico ademas un saludo fraternal de parte de la Secretaria
de Comunicaciones de la Republica Argentina, actual Presidente de REGULATEL 2014 y de la SUTEL de
Costa Rica, también Vice Presidenta de REGULATEL. Agradecemos también a la Comisiéon Europea, por el
apoyo que siempre ha brindado a REGULATEL, tanto financieramente en el pasado, como por via de su

participacién en los encuentros de REGULATEL.

Continuaré ahora en idioma inglés.

1. ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BEREC-REGULATEL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING:
In 2013, in Cartagena, Colombia, REGULATEL’s Executive Committee (Vice chairs Puerto Rico and
Costa Rica, and Chair Argentina) formally signed the BEREC/REGULATEL MOU. Planned activities have

developed positively:

Joint Workgroups:

March 2014 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia: the Joint Workgroups met and discussed issues regarding:

- Regional Roaming
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- Net Neutrality

- User’s Rights & Quality of Service

BEREC was represented in all groups and shared very effective exchanges of information (France,

Norway, as well as our three European members: Spain, Portugal & Italy).

As we speak, a regional Workshop on User’s Rights & Quality of Service is being held by OSIPTEL, our
Peruvian member, in Lima, Perd. AGCOM, the Italian regulator is representing BEREC in this important
seminar. On November 16 -18", during our Plenary Meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico, the progress and

results from all three working groups will be reported.

Some of the Joint Workgroups still have work to do in 2015, specifically the net neutrality group and the
user’s rights & quality of service group. Puerto Rico, as Chair for 2015, is interested in developing other

projects, including, among others, broadband related topics and indicators.

Joint members of BEREC and REGULATEL

One of the most relevant enhancements to REGULATEL has been the formal incorporation of three

European members to our group.

BEREC’s 2015 chair will be in Portugal’s Autoridade Nacional de Comunicagées (ANACOM), under the
watch of Ms. Fatima Barros, who we met during the BEREC/REGULATEL Summit, and again this week
during ANACOM'’s 7th Conference, held in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the pioneer Portuguese
regulator. Ms. Barros’ presentation in Argentina was in my view particularly interesting, given her strong
emphasis on high-end broadband cartography, a path that my country wishes to explore. As both full
REGULATEL member and, from today on, also BEREC chair, Portugal’s dual role in 2015 is a truly
auspicious opportunity to strengthen the BEREC/REGULATEL relationship. Using Joint Workgroups,
REGULATEL can continue reaping great benefits from BEREC’s experience without unreasonable
increases to expert group workloads.
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There is also the opportunity to find ways to enhance regulatory exchanges between Europe and Latin
America, between BEREC and REGULATEL, perhaps via some channel through the BEREC Office, through

the web or other technological means.

During this week, we also had the honor to meet with another European REGULATEL colleague, Spain’s
Comision Nacional de los Mercados y la Competencia (or CNMC). CNMC, as well as ANACOM staff, have
always shown the highest commitment to the well-being of our Forum, for which we are truly grateful.
Two days ago we met CNMC’s Chairman, Don José Maria Marin Quemada and the Vice-chairwoman,
Dofia Maria Ferndandez, whom we had previously had the great pleasure to meet in Argentina. They
treated us with a crash course in the synergies and emerging convergence between telecom and energy
regulation, in their one year anniversary after embarking on its new, and remarkably successful, role as
macro-regulator. Puerto Rico has recently initiated its own procompetitive energy reform, following
fresh examples, such as our brother Mexico, and sister U.S. jurisdictions, and we have been tasked by

our new Energy Commission Chairman to aid in the new regulator’s initial international outreach effort.

We also hope to meet and converse with our remaining European REGULATEL colleague, Autorita per le
Garanzie nelle Comunicazioni (AGCOM), during our presence here in Rome. We are very interested in

Italy’s clear user-centered vision and the emerging discourse of Bills of Rights for the Digital Age.

BEREC/REGULATEL SUMMITS

The traditional annual BEREC-REGULATEL SUMMIT 2014 was successfully held this past July, in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. At that opportunity your representatives from Austria, Germany as well as our three
European members: Spain, Portugal & Italy shared with REGULATEL members their most recent
experiences on wireless market consolidation, and next generation access roll out, all very important for

us on quality of e-commerce services and general market trends in Europe.

Also, interesting regulatory presentations were held on diverse topics very pertinent to Latin American
countries, such as next generation networks, wireless competition & user’s rights.
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As is customary, the Summit is held in a different side of the Atlantic every year. Thus 2015’s Summit
should be held in Europe. Perhaps today one or several European colleagues will step forward and

propose their Nation as host for 2015.

2. Conclusions

2014 leaves a clearly positive balance of formal REGULATEL/BEREC collaboration under the MoU.

A strong BEREC/REGULATEL relationship is and will be a fundamental point of our 2015 REGULATEL
chairmanship. Enhancing technical, as well as high level, knowledge and best practice exchanges is key.
Puerto Rico is the Latin American country closest to Europe in pure geographic terms. And given the
strong North American nature of our regulatory personality and advanced state of our very competitive
telecom market, we are also quite close to Europe in what regards our concerns and interests.
Considering the administrative alignments that have crystallized for 2015 on both our continents, it
seems self-evident that we must seize this historic chance to deepen our transatlantic collaboration and

coordination efforts, for the benefit of all our nations.

The bylaws of REGULATEL require an annual meeting of its members every November. This November
the Chair of REGULATEL will be transferred from Argentina to Puerto Rico. | take this opportunity to
again invite all BEREC member states and regulators to REGULATEL’s Plenary Meeting in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, this November 16th to the 18th, as well as to a public Closing Ceremony and Master
Conference, with important international and national keynote speakers, including the Governor of
Puerto Rico, the Honorable Alejandro Garcia Padilla. The Master Conference shall focus on ‘Basic Rights
and Freedoms for the Digital Age’. For up to date information and for online registration for both the

Plenary and the Master Conference, please visit: regulatel.jrtpr.pr.gov/inicio.

Ladies and gentlemen, in the name of all REGULATEL members, | express my deep gratitude for this

opportunity to address all BEREC members, and expect to see you very soon in Puerto Rico.

Muchas gracias.
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